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Access to Bullard Avenue businesses south of Interstate 10 is restricted at the freeway as construction crews widen the
road and build an interchange.

Retailers say fewer people have been stopping in to shop since the road was closed this summer.

The businesses, which now are accessed only from Van Buren Street, are expected to remain isolated until the widening
project wraps up in March.

Andy Bishop, who opened Off Road Innovations on Bullard in May, described the street as a ghost town when
construction began.

"The walk-in traffic vanished the day they closed it," Bishop said, referring to Bullard.

Until this fall, construction crews were widening Van Buren in a separate project, which was another hurdle for the
retailers. But Bishop said once that project was finished and a stoplight was installed at Van Buren and Bullard, foot traffic
for his business increased.

"The traffic's coming back to where | have a normal amount of people coming through the shop again," Bishop said.

But his store, which sells and installs off-roading equipment, is new and he does not have old numbers for comparisons.

Linda Jacobs has not run the sales numbers at the Southwest Specialty Foods gift shop to see how much businesses has
fallen. "l don't want to know."

She estimates foot traffic is down a third this year compared with last year.
"We just don't have nearly the traffic," said Jacobs, co-owner of the Goodyear store known for its Ass Kickin' Hot Sauce.

But when the Bullard interchange opens on I-10 next year, Jacobs expects even more cars will come down Bullard and
see her business.

"It's going to be great," she said.

Robert Bermea, a salesman at the Kawasaki store, said sales have dropped since construction began, and the customers
report that the store is hard to find.
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"They have to make an extra effort to get to us," he said.
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